Golf Middle School News and Views

April 2008
Volume 3, Issue 8

u X

¢ (VSN
]
¥ 27 o\ N\

Contents

Principal’s News
Team Reports
Team Reports/Clubs

Band/Calendar

Golf Backpackl!
All documents that
are distributed from
the GMS office may
be found online in the
Golf Backpack.

Athletic Calendar
For a list of all
upcoming athletic
games, please refer
to our online
athletics calendar.

Available at:

www.golf67 .net

Mr. Keith Westman, Principal

From the Principal’s Pen

Dear Golf Middle School Community,

Tonight, the entire Golf School District 67 community will gather for
one of the most exciting nights of the school year as we celebrate the
talents and accomplishments of all our students during the Science
Expo and the Celebration of Art. Both events take place at Golf
Middle School and are open during the following times:

K-8 Science Expo
Celebration of Art

7:00-8:00 P.M. in the Gymnasium, Stage, and Commons
6:30-8:00 P.M. in the Multi-Purpose Room

In addition to these two events, 2008-09 Student Registration will also
take place tonight in the Golf Middle School Media Center. Those
individuals who choose to register and pay school fees online will have
the luxury of using the Express Line during tonight’s registration! This
line will allow you to, very quickly, show the required proof of
residency (valid photo ID and current utility bill) without having to
stand in a long line.

In addition to these District events, our PTA will be hosting a Book Fair
throughout the evening in the Art Room. Please be sure to stop in and
support the organization that contributes so much to our school
community.

It is so nice to have a night for the entire District to gather in honor of
the hard work and talents of all of our students. | look forward to
seeing you there!

Your partner in education,

Mr. Keith Westman

Last Day of School

Please make note of our official last day of school, Tuesday, June
10™. Students at Golf Middle School will be dismissed at 9:30 A.M.
and bus transportation will be provided as usual on this day.
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57 Grade Team
Mrs. Yabut, Mrs. Hockenberg and Ms. Bitonti

We cannot believe how quickly the month of April flew by! The fifth graders have been working very hard in all of
their classes.

In reading, all three classes have begun novel studies. Ms. Bitonti's class is reading The Phantom Tollbooth, Mrs.
Yabut's class is reading Frindle, and Mrs. Hockenberg's class is reading Bud, Not Buddy. The students have been
applying all of their reading strategies, while learning to interpret figurative language and how to work together in
literature circles and small discussion groups. It's been a blast!

In science, the students have used creativity, teamwork, and persistence to create unbelievable inventions for the
Science Expo, which is on Thursday, April 24™ from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. After learning that excellent inventors are
often faced with a problem, and then attempt to solve the problem by inventing a new product, the fifth graders
used the scientific method to try it themselves. The result was very creative solutions to common problems they
face every day.

In humanities, the fifth graders are about o embark upon a journey throughout Mexico and South America as we
study the Ancient Mayan Civilization. The students will learn first-hand through expeditions what life was like
about 1,400 years ago. Get ready for some fun!

In advisory, the fifth graders will begin a fundraiser next week where they will strive to meet their goal of $500
which will be donated to the Children's Memorial Hospital. We will achieve this goal by selling breakfast and lunch
snacks April 29th through May 2nd. The children are really excited to give back to local children and have been
working quite hard to organize what we anticipate to be a successful fundraiser.

Finally, over the past few months, the fifth graders have been fortunate to have some "guest teachers”. Miss
Jones, our school counseling intern, faught the students how to show respect for others and themselves, how to
deal with bullies, and how to be a good citizen. Additionally, the students recently kicked off a six-week Jr.
Achievement program. We are grateful fo the Kraft employees who have volunteered their time to come teach our
students about the economy through hands-on activities.

We look forward to another fabulous month filled with bright ideas, respectful actions, and hard work!

6th Grade Team
Mr. Brian Carro, Mrs. Hope Nelson, Mrs. Peggy Steadman

Congratulations to Mr. Carro on the birth of his daughter, Olivia Lynn! Mr. Carro will be returning to school in two
weeks. In the meantime, Mrs. Grossman, our Math Specialist, will be working with Mrs. Hedberg (Mr. Carro’s sub) to
ensure that students continue to move forward in their math studies. Any student who needs additional support in
math can meet with Mrs. Grossman during ninth period, or set up an alternate time to meet with her.

The sixth grade students have been researching the original thirteen colonies in humanities. The students are using
this information to create a Colony Brochure using Microsoft Publisher. In reading, the sixth grade students have been
reading the novel, Maniac McGee. Through literature circles and writing exercises, the students are able to synthesize
and reinforce their comprehension, vocabulary and literary analysis skills. In science, students are well-prepared for
tonight’s Invention Convention. Come visit the sixth graders on the Golf Middle School stage tonight!

Finally, the sixth grade end-of-the-year picnic will take place on June 9" at Prairie View Park!
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7th Grade Team
Ms.Liana Alonistiotis, Mr. Gregg Gilman, Mr. Kevin Atwood, Mrs. Bari Levin, Mrs. Julissa Reyes

Seventh grade language arts classes have entered the Twilight Zone. They are reading and
discussing episode scripts and then comparing them to the filmed episodes. Soon they will be
making their own Twilight Zone video.

In Spanish, students are learning to conjugate verbs ending in "ar." They are also learning to
express how often they do things by using adverbs of frequency.

In 7th grade mathematics classes, students are solving equations with variables on both sides.

8th Grade Team
Mr. Ted Carris, Mrs. Lisa Featherstone, Mrs. Kristine Joyner, Mrs. Danielle Maldonado

The 8th-grade students spend the month of April immersed in their studies. Students read
Shakespeare's Macbeth, and then chose a scene from one of the Bard's plays to perform. Our
young thespians will be auditioning on April 30th to star in the 2008 Golf Middle School
Shakespeare Festival. We will also travel to Niles North to see a performance of Othello on May
1st.

In American History, students taught each other about the Civil Rights through engaging
PowerPoint presentations. In addition, our budding doctors saved life after life in the E.R. as an
exciting culminating activity for their study of the systems of the human body. Finally, the
tradition of our A-B-C Countdown will begin on April 30th, marking the final 26 days of school
with the wonderful Class of 2008.

Graduation Band and Chorus
Mrs. Laura Blanchard and Mrs. Traci Bowering, Directors

Graduation Chorus is open to any 8" grade student wishing to sing at the ceremony. Rehearsals
will run from 7:30 am to 8:15 am on Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning May 13"".

The following students have been selected to perform in the band for the Golf Graduation
Ceremony on Thursday, June 5, 2008. Congratulations to all! Rehearsals will be on Monday and
Wednesday mornings from 7:30-8:15 beginning on May 12, 2008.

Flute Clarinet Tenor Saxophone Baritone
Alethea B. Anabel A. Shaun D. Nicholas S.
Emma C. Vi-Vien B. Yuliya Y.
Christina C. Giana C. Trumpet
Nicholas C.

Jasmine D. Kelsey D. Jacob D. Percussion
Komal F. Sabrina G. Edward K. Maygan B.
Michelle T. Sia G. Edward K. Michelle S.

Natalie G. Matthew S. Hailee W.
Oboe Holli H. Dominque W. Megan W.
Reena P. Colin K.

Zainab K. Trombone
Bass Clarinet Martyna Z. Jay A.
Kayleen E. Daniel A.

Bartek K. Matthew I.
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Music and Chorus
Mrs. Laura Blanchard, Teacher

Students have been focusing on music composition and performance skills using our classroom acronym M.U.S.I.C. (Me -
You - Series - Imitation/Improvisation - Coda). We have discussed participants and performers of music and the various
roles we can have as attentive listeners. Students have written original rhythmic and melodic works and performed them
for the class. During our next unit, students will sing through history by performing the choral work “The Complete
History of Western Music (Abridged)” by Audrey Snyder.

Each week, students have had the opportunity to research topics in music that are of personal interest. Topics range
from relationships between music and another subject (dance, science, technology) to guidelines for music composition
to solo/ensemble performances with a history of the instruments being presented. During the month of May, students
will present their information and perform music that relates to their topic.

During performances, students either write critiques of performances or take turns participating in the operation of the

recording studio. All final student presentations will be recorded and will be mastered by the students on a CD and/or
DVD, as appropriate to the project. The CD/DVD presentation will be considered the students’ final project.

Upcoming Events

Thursday, April 24" 2008-09 Student Registration
Celebration of Art
Science Expo
Monday, April 28™ Incoming Freshman Shadow Day at Niles North

Wednesday, April 30"  OLSAT Testing

Thursday, May 1° 8™ Grade field trip to see Othello at Niles North
Monday, May 5" Music Boosters Meeting at GMS, 6:30 P.M.
Tuesday, May 6™ Market Day Pick-up at Hynes

Wednesday, May 7% Spring Concert, 7:00 P.M.

Friday, May 9" Hoops for Heart Charity Event at GMS
May 12-21, 2008 MAP Testing
Tuesday, May 13" PTA Meeting, 7:00 P.M.

Thursday, May 15 Board of Education Meeting



