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December 21, 2007 

Developing Lifelong Learners............. 
 
   
 

       ...........Creating Successful People 

*** Golf School District 67***   

  

   

Dec. 24-Jan.4 Winter BreakðNo School 

Jan.  7    School Resumes 

      Music Boosters Meeting (6:30 pm) Golf 

      Middle School 

Jan. 8    Market Day Pick-Up (4-5 pm) Hynes School 

      PTA Book Club (6:15) Golf Middle School 

      PTA Meeting (7 pm) Golf Middle School 

Jan. 9    Third Grade Field Trip 

Jan.    14    MAP Testing Begins 

Jan.    15    PTA Family Dinner (watch for flyer) 

Jan.    17    School Board Meeting (6:30 pm) Golf 

      Middle School 

Jan.    18    2nd Quarter ends 

Jan.    21    Martin Luther King Day - No School  

Jan.    22    3rd Quarter begins 

 

Dear Parent(s): 

 

This month, as the students look forward with great anticipation 

to the holidays and the winter break from their studies, excitement 

is high.  The conversation is about gift-giving (and getting!), 

family gatherings, and special events. It is fun to watch the 

childrenôs faces and listen to their plans as the winter break gets 

closer.  Amid all of the excitement, we have taken some time at 

school to talk with the children about what it means to be a caring 

person and one who shares with others. 

 

Over the past several weeks at Hynes, we have participated in 

three simple sharing activities. First, the students were 

encouraged to remember and honor the local men and women 

who are serving in the military by joining with the Morton Grove 

Police Department in supporting ñHolidays for Heroesò. We 

requested donations of personal care items, as well as some non-

perishable treats. Through the generosity of our students, families, 

and staff, along with other community groups, every item on the 

soldiersô wish lists was collected, and 62 boxes, with over 6475 

items were delivered to our Hometown Heroes, just in time for 

the holidays. 

 

In December, in partnership with the District 67 PTA and the 

Chicago Sun-Times, each classroom at Hynes had an opportunity 

to answer a ñLetter to Santaò and help provide a less-advantaged 

child with a gift this holiday season. In addition, some students, 

parents, and staff requested a childôs letter and made the gift-

giving a family project.  On Wednesday, these thoughtful gifts 

were delivered to the students at Von Schiller School in Chicago, 

brightening the childrenôs holiday season. 

 

Finally, this past week, along with the Golf Middle School 

Volunteer Service Club, we participated in an activity called 

ñShare the Warmthò.  We collected food items, hats, gloves and 

mittens, for children and families who are in need.  These items 

were distributed locally through the Niles Township Food Pantry. 

 

Our childrenôs generosity, through their participation in these 

simple activities, has touched others as nearby as Niles Township 

and inner city Chicago and as far away as Iraq and Afghanistan.  I 

am impressed with and truly grateful for the thoughtfulness and 

generosity they so willingly share with all of us, and especially 

with those whom the children know only through their need.  

What great role models they are for us all! 

 

Best wishes for a wonderful holiday season and a new year of 

good health, happiness and peace. 

 

 

Mrs. Westley 

 

 

ñTo give without any reward, or any notice, has a special quality 

of its own.ò ï Anne Morrow Lindbergh 

 

 

 

 

 

! 
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Kindergarten News 

Brr...itôs cold out there! the children are having a blast at out-

door recess playing in the snow! Thank you for dressing your 

child appropriately for outdoor winter weather! 

 

In math this month we learned how to write teen numbers. All 

of the students should now be able to write the numbers 1-20 

independently! We also began to add numbers together to cre-

ate number sentences (beginning additions). 

 

The kindergarten classes learned about December holidays the 

past few weeks! We talked about Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, Christ-

mas, Eid, and New Yearôs. We also made many wonderful 

crafts while we listened to festive music! 

 

Please remember to read to your child each day of winter break. 

You can try partner reading with your child. You read a few 

paragraphs and have your child read the few words he/she may 

recognize. This will make reading more exciting and meaning-

ful!  

 

Miss Reinish, Ms. Roos, Ms. Ng, and Mrs. Duchateau wish you 

and your family a very happy and healthy New Year!  

 

    The Kindergarten Team 

First Grade News 

First grade is filled with holiday spirit! We are learning about 

the holiday customs of different cultures. The students have 

been learning about Hanukkah, Ramadan, Eid, Diwali, and 

Christmas. Each class will also complete a project for Las Posa-

das, Kwanzaa, and St. Lucia Day. In math, we are learning 

about geometry and fractions. We are having fun learning about 

the attributes of different shapes and dividing them into halves, 

thirds, and fourths. We also continue to meet with our third and 

fourth grade Reading Buddies. During this special time, the stu-

dents read stories to each other. Along with reading, special 

friendships are developed. We would like to wish everyone a 

Happy Holiday and a Happy New Year!!! 

 

                                                                  The First Grade Team 

Second Grade News 

We kicked off our social studies unit on community with a field 

trip through Morton Grove. Our students had an opportunity to 

meet Mayor Krier at the Village Hall. He spoke to our students 

about many of the services that were provided to the Morton 

Grove residents. Mayor Krier also told the students how the deci-

sions that affect Morton Grove residents were made by the Mayor 

and the Board of Trustees. We had  lunch at a local Morton Grove 

restaurant and heard how a restaurant plans and prepares meals for 

its patrons. The children took a bus tour through Morton Grove 

and saw some important landmarks that were part of Morton 

Grove history. Some of the sights that the students saw were the 

location of a wood mill, one of the first movie theatres, and a 

marker created from a tree, that provided direction for residents 

may years ago. Finally, the students visited the Morton Grove 

Historical Society which was a home that dates back more than 

one hundred years. The field trip provided a good overview of 

how our community functions and provides for the needs of its 

residents.   

 

                 The Second Grade Team 

Third Grade News 

Narratives, essays, boxes, and bulletsé.our third graders have 

been incredibly busy writing! The students are writing every day 

in  their writing notebooks and are ñmaking a movie in their 

mindsò with great details and descriptions! Through mini-lessons, 

free writing, finding ñseedò ideas, editing, sharing, and conferenc-

ing, the students have completed two narrative essays, and are 

now in the process of creating their first expository essay. Transi-

tional phrases, examples, connections to life, and other elements 

are being incorporated into the writings, so the students are en-

hancing their essays and ñpushing their thinking.ò Whenever there 

is an opportunity to write at home, please encourage your child to 

express thoughts, feelings, explanations, etc. into a personal jour-

nal or simply on a piece of paper! These students are amazing 

writers! 

 

      The Third Grade Team 


